TEACHING   IN   THE   INFANTS5   S,GHOOL

a very few minutes by the children. (See picture plan
of model, Plate IV.)

On the ground-sheet the children will map out the
roads, open spaces, fields, etc., and paint them in with
distemper or tempera paint. Every child can make a
house and a shop, while for the construction of the
larger or more complicated buildings we can utilise
the skill of children who show superior ability in con-
struction. Since these are sometimes the children who
show less aptitude for reading or number, the honour
thus conferred on them is a great restorative of self-
confidence, while, on occasion, it has a direct effect on
interest in what may be called the more " academic"
aspects of the project*

While the constructive work is in progress, interesting
discussion usually arises. The building of the school
may lead the children to ask questions about schools,
e.g. what school was like when the teacher was a little
girl, or about schools for children in other countries,
or, again, while the children are making a cinema or
garage, the teacher has the opportunity of extending
the children's knowledge about the beginnings of
moving pictures or the first motor-cars.

From seven to twelve years of age, children seem to
have an intense desire to accumulate knowledge, and
we should do all that we can to feed this hunger, not
merely by answering the children's questions, or telling
them facts, but also, especially in the Junior School
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